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Tuesday, March 26, 2019

AAFAF Appoints Receiver to Persons with
Disabilities Advocacy Office

(San Juan, Puerto Rico) - Today, the Puerto Rico Fiscal Agency and Financial
Advisory Authority (AAFAF, by its Spanish acronym) declared a receivership for the
Persons with Disabilities Advocacy Office (PDAO ). This action is intended to address
certain serious deficiencies identified by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (“USDHHS”) which jeopardize the availability of federal grants under
programs that have a direct impact on the persons with disabilities in Puerto Rico.!

According to AAFAF Executive Director Christian Sobrino Vega, the federal
government informed the Persons with Disabilities Advocacy Office’s noncompliance
with several rules and its failure to address requests made by the federal government.
In light of the foregoing, the USDHHS placed the federal funding the agency receives
on “high risk” and warned that if a Corrective Action Plan is not developed to address
the deficiencies, it will terminate the funding provided to the Persons with Disabilities
Advocacy Office and the Puerto Rico Council on Developmental Disabilities.

“The deficiencies pointed out adversely affect the services offered to this population
and constitute gross violations of Act 2-2017, its regulations, the Fiscal Plan and the
Certified Budget. For this reason, and given the fact that federal funding for the Puerto
Rico Persons with Disabilities Advocacy Office (the Protection and Advocacy System)
is at risk, AAFAF is compelled to place the PDAO’s administrative component in
receivership in order to protect the interests of this important sector that benefits
from its programs and services. In addition, we will ensure compliance with the Fiscal
Plan and the Budget,” stated Sobrino Vega.

This provisional administrative measures is established pursuant to Resolution
2019-22 and is consistent with the Puerto Rico Financial Emergency and Fiscal
Responsibility Act, Act 5-2017, which allows AAFAF, by delegation of the Governor,
to take measures that affect the duties and activities of the all the government entities
of the Executive Branch, as well their operational, financial and fiscal affairs.

1 The federal grants affected by the noncompliance identified by the USDHHS include grants authorized under: (a) Developmental
Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act of 2000; (b) Title Il, Subtitle D, Section 291-292 of Help America Vote Act, P.L. 107-252;
(c) Section 4, Traumatic Brain Injury Reauthorization Act of 2014, (d) Section 5, Assistive Technology Act of 2004
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“AAFAF will temporarily support and oversee the administrative and financial
structure of the PDAO in order to immediately assess program deficiencies, the
findings made by the federal agencies, and to meet the required standards. As fiscal
agent and financial advisor of the instrumentalities of the Government of Puerto Rico,
we will be offering technical assistance to the Persons with Disabilities Advocacy
Office so that the community of persons with disabilities and developmental
disabilities may continue receiving integrated services and programs that offer equal
treatment, attention and sensibility, regardless of the serious fiscal challenges that
Puerto Rico is experiencing,” stated the head of AAFAF.

In addition, the official pointed out that this receivership will not affect or interfere
with the quasi-judicial role of the Persons with Disabilities Advocacy Office or with
the services it provides to this population on a daily basis.

The receivership, delegated by the Executive Director of AAFAF, will have and
exercise all the powers, rights and faculties enumerated in Resolution 2019-22, which
include: developing a Corrective Action Plan, as required by the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services; developing an Implementation Plan and monthly
updates, pursuant to the requirements of the Certified Fiscal Plan; requesting and
obtaining access to any report, database, server, digital platform, statement,
projection, material, document, book, contract or plan related to the administrative
and financial operations; conducting audits, inspections, evaluations, interviews or
exams, among others provided in the Resolution.

The receivership will become effective immediately and will remain in force until the
Executive Director of AAFAF certifies that the noncompliance and deficiencies of the
PDAO have been corrected.
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Martes, 26 de marzo de 2019

AAFAF nombra sindico para la Defensoria de Personas
con Impedimentos

(San Juan, Puerto Rico) - La Autoridad de Asesoria Financiera y Agencia Fiscal de
Puerto Rico (AAFAF), declaré hoy en sindicatura a la Defensoria de las Personas con
Impedimentos (DPI). Dicha accién tiene como objetivo poder atender unas serias
deficiencias identificadas por el Departamento de Salud y Servicios Humanos del
Gobierno Federal las cuales ponen en riesgo la disponibilidad de fondos federales
bajo programas que impactan directamente a las personas con impedimentos en
Puerto Ricot.

De acuerdo con el director ejecutivo de la AAFAF, Christian Sobrino Vega, el gobierno
federal informé el incumplimiento con varias normas, y apercibié sobre la falta de
atencién a requerimientos que le ha formulado a la DPI. En vista de esto, la agencia
federal clasificé los fondos federales que recibe la entidad gubernamental como “alto
riesgo”, y advirti6 que de no desarrollarse un Plan de Acciéon Correctivo para
enmendar las deficiencias notificadas, la agencia federal suspendera los fondos que
provee a la Defensoria de las Personas con Impedimentos y al Consejo Estatal sobre
Deficiencias en el Desarrollo.

“Las deficiencias sefialadas repercuten adversamente en los servicios brindados a
esta poblacion y constituyen a su vez crasos incumplimientos con la Ley 2-2017, con
su reglamento, el Plan Fiscal y el Presupuesto Certificado. Por esta razén, y aunado al
peligro que corren las asignaciones federales para la Defensoria de Personas Con
Impedimentos en Puerto Rico ("Protection and Advocacy System"), la AAFAF se ve en
la obligacién de poner en sindicatura su componente administrativo para
salvaguardar los intereses de este importante sector que se beneficia de sus funciones
y programas. Asi también, velaremos por el cumplimiento del Plan Fiscal y el
Presupuesto”, sentencié Sobrino Vega.

Esta medida administrativa provisional, se establece mediante la Resolucién 2019-22
y es consono con la Ley de Emergencia Financiera y Responsabilidad Fiscal de Puerto
Rico, Ley 5-2017, la cual permite a la AAFAF, por delegacion del Gobernador, tomar

1 Los fondos federales afectados por el incumplimiento identificado por el Departamento de Salud y Servicios Humanos de
Estados Unidos incluyen fondos autorizados conforme a las siguientes leyes federales: (a) Developmental Disabilities Assistance
and Bill of Rights Act of 2000; {b) Title Il, Subtitle D, Section 291-292 of Help America Vote Act, P.L. 107-252; (c) Section 4,
Traumatic Brain Injury Reauthorization Act of 2014, (d) Section 5, Assistive Technology Act of 2004
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medidas que incidan en las funciones y actividades de todas las entidades
gubernamentales de la Rama Ejecutiva, asi como en los asuntos operacionales,
financieros y fiscales.

“La AAFAF apoyara temporeramente y supervisard el aparato administrativo y
financiero de la DPI para evaluar de inmediato las fallas y los sefialamientos
programaticos de las agencias federales y cumplir con los estandares requeridos.
Como agente fiscal y asesor financiero de las instrumentalidades del Gobierno de
Puerto Rico, estaremos ofreciendo asistencia técnica a dicha entidad para que la
comunidad de personas con impedimentos y deficiencias en el desarrollo continden
recibiendo sus servicios integrales y programas que brinden trato equitativo,
atencion y sensibilidad, indistintamente de los grandes retos fiscales que esté
experimentando Puerto Rico”, expreso el jefe de la AAFAF.

Asimismo, el funcionario sefial6 que esta sindicatura no afectara ni interferira con las
funciones cuasi judiciales que ejerce la Defensoria de las Personas con Impedimentos
ni con los servicios que se le brindan diariamente a esta poblacion.

La sindicatura, delegada por el director ejecutivo de la AAFAF, tendra y ejercera todos
los poderes, derechos y facultades enumerados en la Resolucion 2019-22, entre ellos:
desarrollar un Plan de Accién Correctiva, segiin requerido por el Departamento de
Salud y Servicios Humanos del Gobierno Federal; desarrollar un Plan de
Implementacidn y actualizaciones mensuales, conforme a lo requerido por el Plan
Fiscal Certificado; requerir y tener acceso a cualquier informe, base de datos,
servidor, plataforma digital, estado, proyeccién, material, documento, libro, contrato
o plan relacionado a las operaciones administrativas y financieras; realizar
auditorias, inspecciones, evaluaciones, entrevistas o exdmenes; entre otras
establecidas en la Resolucién.

La sindicatura decretada entrara en vigor inmediatamente y se mantendra vigente
hasta que el director ejecutivo de la AAFAF certifique que se han subsanado los
incumplimientos y las deficiencias de la DPI.
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